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Understanding of historical time:
design, development and
teaching with timelines
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What about understanding of hlstorlcal
time?

@ 1) Ability of arrangement of historical material based on technologlcal
economical, sartorial, etc. indications, but not assignments based on
specific date (days, months, years, centuries). For example | do
recognize that a photo which displays an old coach with horse is
older than another which displays cars.

@ 2a) Ability of assign historical material with specific categories of time:
@ guote some events which happened on the first decades of 15th century
@ | recognize that Parthenon is a building from greek ancientry.
@ The year 2014 belongs to the 21st century.
@ The period from 1918 to 1939 is known as Inter-War.

® 2[B) Ability to answer in questions, such as:

@® Was there TV in Greece in the decade of 19507

@ When did electricity come in Florina region?
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What does a timeline offer?

@ Visually represents the abstract time.
@ Makes it more real with specific ways.

@ Helps children to understand it more actively.

Thus: ,

@ When children faced on new historical material, they will be able to arrange |

and assign it in order to put it in a correct order in a historical timeline.

@ One step beyond, children will be able to represent their personal life-time
and family time based on timeline’s experience they have acquired.

.

~3n



AldpBpwon and orngjce223, CC-BY

Typical timeline

Time-map

School-line

Types of timelines

Subject-line Location-line

Personal Multi-subject-line

Familial-line Yours-line
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Activities (indicative)

@ Start the next lesson run through the timeline.

@ Revision - summary based on timeline’s entries.

@ Replace timeline’s tabs ( 1. each for an event, person, etc, 2. tabs*,
are portable, see semifinal slide of this presentation). :

@ Place tabs with content which doesn’t belong to the curriculum. y |

® Grab tabs which belong to the same subject an narrations. “

@ Find answer: Who was more aged when he died? Plato or Aristotle?t ,;
@ Arrange tabs in categories or historical periods. f

@ Narrations related to a specific period of time using adverbs and =~ A
adverbial phrases: next year, last year, decade ago, never, when,
late, immediately, rarely, usually, never, etc.
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Wall Timeline
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Accordion of time
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Parameters on selection and creatlon
of timelines

Children’s work. If timelines are individual it's better to select portable types
which they can be carried in their bags. If groups make the timelines we select \
bigger types in order to facilitate children’s work.

Space availability. If there is enough space on classroom’s walls, the proper type
is Wall Timeline.

Period of historical time. We have to estimate the size of the timeline we are !

going to make in relation to the period of the historical time we will study during 7§
the school year.

Segmentation of historical time. If we segment the historical time in small
periods the size of the timeline is going to be bigger. For example, if we segment

the time in decades, we need a bigger timeline which can contain the necessary
tabs.

Content of tab. Usually, a date indication and a title (e.g. 1453 AD - Fall of
Constantinople) it’'s enough. But, if we choose to use different material (photos,
images, diagrams, symbols, url) in order to represent more efficiently a
historical event or person, we increase the possibility of understanding of

historical time from children. In addition, the timeline will be more attractive for
them.
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1827 the National Assembly of
roizina elected Ioannis Kapodistrias
the first Governor of Greece.

[n 1827 the National Assembly of
roizina elected Ioannis Kapodistrias
as the first Governor of Greece
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Online apps for creating digital

o Timeglider @8l ;l ,

timelines

e Timerime

e myHistro
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